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Livestock farmers who need hay can find it right here in Kentucky. Listings of farms with
hay for sale can be found on the Hay and Forage Program page of the Kentucky
Department of Agriculture’s Web site, www.kyagr.com.
“Last summer’s drought has affected pastures and hay crops through much of the
Commonwealth, but farmers in some parts of the state have been able to make a hay
crop,” Agriculture Commissioner Richie Farmer said. “The Hay and Forage Program
page enables buyers and sellers to find each other.”
KDA offers a hay testing service. KDA staff will take samples of hay and haylage at the
farm and analyze them in the KDA Forage Laboratory located in Frankfort. If the hay is
to be sold, the staff will make a visual evaluation of the forage to use in the listing on the
Hay Sales Directory page. The producer receives an analysis of the forage’s nutritional
value and a “Interpreting Forage Quality Report” guide.
Tested forages can mean higher profit, whether feeding cattle, horses, goats or other
livestock. Forage testing helps to determine fair market value and an equitable price.
By keeping a forage journal, testing helps in comparing forage quality year-to-year. The
Department charges a $10 fee per lot for the service. The Kentucky Department of
Agriculture’s Forage Testing Program follows standards outlined by the National Forage
Testing Association (NFTA). Your local Extension Agent can assist you with your winter
feed ration.
Listings on the Hay Sales Directory page can be sorted by any combination of county,
relative feed value (RFV), bale size and type of hay. Each listing describes a lot’s type,
cutting date, cutting number, bale size and weight, color, odor, RFV and other
characteristics. Some listings contain digital images of the forage.
There are four people who work with the Forage Testing Program; Kimberly Field and
Bryn Fallis work the lab in Frankfort, Jim Wade covers the middle western area and
Gary Green covers the far western part of the state (see region listing below). The
Frankfort lab and Gary Green take appointments for the Forage Testing Van.
The Forage Testing Van is outfitted and used for educational purposes. There are
certain criteria for running the van. Four (4) separate 20 amp outlets designated for the
hay van, accessible location, and an alternate location for inclement weather. The “Van”
can be booked for hay contest, association meetings, fairs, etc.
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We work closely with Dr. Garry Lacefield, Extension Forage Specialist; Dr. Ray Smith,
Extension Forage Specialist; and Tom Keene, Hay Specialist with the University of
Kentucky. There is a great forage website sponsored by the University of Kentucky that
contains forage information, publications and links; their website is
www.uky.edu/Ag/Forages.
For more information on the Forage Testing Program, call the toll-free Hay Hotline
1-800-248-4628, or contact Kimberly Field by e-mail at kimberly.field@ky.gov.
Following is a list of counties per region:
Gary Green
(270) 779-4930
Henderson
McLean
Muhlenberg Union
Webster
Hopkins
Christian
Crittenden
Caldwell
Trigg
Lyon
Livingston
McCracken Marshall
Calloway
Graves
Ballard
Carlisle
Hickman
Fulton

Jim Wade
(270) 776-2172
Meade
Hardin
Larue
Green
Hart
Metcalfe
Monroe
Breckinridge
Grayson
Edmonson
Allen
Warren
Hancock
Ohio
Daviess
Todd
Logan
Butler
Barren
Simpson
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All other
counties,
please contact
the hay lab at
(800) 248-4628

